
The Book Corner 

The Universe Box  

In "The Universe Box" by Michael Swanwick, readers are 
invited into a dazzling blend of speculative fiction and 
philosophical inquiry. Swanwick crafts a world where the 
boundaries between science and imagination blur, offering 
a series of interconnected stories that revolve around the 
mysterious titular box—a device with the power to influence 
the very fabric of reality. The novel is marked by Swanwick’s 
inventive storytelling and sharp wit, guiding readers through 
a labyrinth of paradoxes, ethical dilemmas, and the wonder 
of discovery. 

The stories within "The Universe Box" challenge readers to 
contemplate the consequences of technological advancement and the nature of human 
curiosity. With vivid prose and a knack for the unexpected, Swanwick delivers a thought-
provoking experience that lingers long after the final page—a testament to his skill as a 
master of speculative fiction. 

The Frozen River  

Ariel Lawhon’s "The Frozen River" is a gripping historical 
novel set in late eighteenth-century Maine, where winter’s 
icy grip forms the backdrop for a tale of justice, courage, and 
community. The story follows Martha Ballard, a midwife and 
healer, as she becomes embroiled in a murder investigation 
that exposes deep secrets and challenges the conventions 
of her time. Lawhon weaves meticulous period detail with 
suspenseful plotting, immersing readers in both the harsh 
realities of frontier life and the complexities of early 
American society. 

The novel excels in its portrayal of Martha Ballard’s 
determination and resourcefulness, painting her as a quietly heroic figure who confronts 
not only the brutality of the elements but also social prejudice and legal obstacles.  

"The Frozen River" is ultimately a powerful meditation on resilience and the pursuit of truth, 
offering a fresh perspective on women’s roles in history and the enduring impact of 
community.  



Lessons in Chemistry  

Lessons in Chemistry" by Bonnie Garmus is a spirited, 
sharply witty novel that charts the journey of Elizabeth 
Zott, a brilliant chemist in the early 1960s who must 
navigate a world determined to keep her talents hidden. 

 Defying societal norms and rampant sexism, Elizabeth’s 
intellect and integrity set her apart, even as she faces 
setbacks that would have discouraged a lesser spirit. 
Through her unexpected role as a television cooking show 
host, she turns conventional wisdom on its head, teaching 
housewives—and the world at large—that real chemistry 
happens when we refuse to react as expected. 

Garmus’s writing brims with heart and irreverence, painting 
an inspiring portrait of ambition, resilience, and the quiet revolution sparked by a woman 
who refuses to settle for less than what she deserves. 

"Lessons in Chemistry" is a tribute to perseverance and an uplifting reminder that change 
often begins with the courage to stand alone.  

 

Many thanks to the ‘Book Club’ – Jane, Helen, Marina, Penny, Deborah, Denise, Joan, 
Lyndsay, Sue, Saskia, Gerri and Joann. 

 


