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Musings from the President by Rick Ashe

Children are the living messages
we send to a time we will not see

John W Whitehead

F

riday, November 5th was the
annual scholarship dinner. Those
receiving a scholarship are invited to
dinner.
An interesting phenomenon happened
over the last few years.
As more universities
open up in BC, fewer
graduates are available to attend the dinner in the lower mainland. This is not
a bad thing, simply an interesting change. As one young
person from Quesnel told me, “It is nice to be able to at
least begin your studies near home.” She also told me the
high number of friends she has attending UNBC.
New grads study at many different institutions and take
many paths. The public school system after all prepares
our future generation whether on a pure academic path,
a technical path or a combination of the two.
I always told parents that you can prepare your children
for the world but you cannot protect them from it. As
I reflected on this and on the recent scholarship event,
I wondered what kind of message we should give to
young people. We are after all on the same bridge that
connects both the beginning and the end of our journey.

They are stepping on and the rest of us are at various
points along the way. Who are the icons in the world
that offer thought and example?
Maslow believes we are all on a journey to self-actualization. The self-actualized person would possess the
following traits: embrace reality and facts rather than
denying truth; be spontaneous; focus on problems outside themselves; accept their own human nature with
all its shortcomings; accept others, and generally lack
prejudice.
Peter Mansbridge asks young people to be quiet heroes. In his address to students at Mount Allison University he said, “But because you can’t support every
worthy cause doesn’t mean you should support none.
Because you can’t correct every injustice doesn’t mean
you should fight none. Pick your spots, but please pick
something.”
At the keynote address recently for the BCPVPA Connecting Leaders conference Tony Wagner suggests that
it is competence that is the goal, not compliance and
conformity.
In the end it is not billboard fame that gets things done.
It is ordinary people doing things extraordinarily well.
Living by the words of icons drawing on the wisdom
of the world around them, and by the words of family,
friends and community, wrap that all with some persistence, perseverance and patience and you may just
change the world. It is a voyage of self-discovery.

Season’s greetings

The BCRPVPA Executive hopes that all members enjoy a wonderful Christmas holiday
with family and friends. Our best wishes to each of you for a happy and healthy 2011.

A Camping Tradition by Lynne and Gerry Powlik

“T

here it is!” The cry is still the same as
we round the corner and first see Lake
Chelan - a beautiful, serene, 55 milelong, glacier-fed lake in the Cascade Mountains
near Wenatchee in Eastern Washington. For the last
26years, at 9:00 am in early July, three families have
left our house in Langley, vehicles loaded with roof
racks, bicycles and/or canoes to begin the six hour
trip. We’ve stopped at the rest area just east of the
Stephen’s Pass summit on Highway 2 for a lunch of
egg salad sandwiches, celery , carrots and chips and,
of course, the compulsory Rice Krispy Squares. Then
off to scenic Leavenworth to shop for a week’s supply
of groceries.
In 1980, Gerry Powlik, Gary Smith and Nick
Parker-Jervis became the administrative team
at Len Shepherd Junior Secondary in Surrey. A
life-long friendship developed. When Nick and
Gerry were transferred in 1983, the three families decided they wanted to vacation together
as their friendships were now professionally and
personally bonded. Nick had researched weather
patterns, and suggested a camping trip in Eastern Washington, specifically the Lake Chelan
area, the perfect place: the American Okanagan,
hot desert days, yet comfortable cool nights.
AND little rain!
Our first camping trip in 1984 was to Lake
Wenatchee, good for camping but the mosquito

capital of the world that year. So, we booked Lake
Chelan State Park for 1985, the home base for our
Surrey Admin July Campout ever since.
As we could not book the park before January 1, for
the next few years, Gerry drove across the border to
Blaine each New Year’s Day to mail in our requests
for Lake Chelan State Park. We want to book contiguous sites so we are all together.
This has become such a serious family tradition that
last year, our 20 year-old grand-daughter, on hearing
that her Dad was to re-marry in July, was heard to say,
“Well. I don’t care who’s getting married, I’m not missing Chelan!”
Why? There is no pressure. There is ample time
to read, relax, sun tan, exercise and swim. We still
use honest-to-goodness tents, sleeping bags, foams
or air mattresses and Coleman stoves. We love the
great outdoors and being out there 24 hours a day is
wonderful. We put in tokens for hot showers. We
have breakfast in our family groups then head for the
beach. Our sites are huge... often room for 4 tents
each. We have had as many as 24 people attending,
with an average of 21 from year to year depending on
children’s work schedules and invited friends. Happy
Hour starts around 4 and usually lasts three hours!!
The nights are cool so we gather at the campfire for
marshmallows, hot dogs, and sing-a longs led by Nick
and his guitar. His son, John, and daughter, Laura, are
rapidly taking over the guitar sing-a-long. The night

stars are incredible, and the squirrels wake us up in the
morning, thumping acorns down from the trees onto
our tents. Side trips can be taken up the lake as far as
Stehekin. In town, only 9 miles away, there are all
kinds of facilities: a Waterpark for Children, boat and
sea-doo rentals, even a Super Wal- Mart for those who
have forgotten some camping needs. The men never
fail to watch the annual July All-Star Baseball game in
a pub in Manson, while the women treat themselves to
a restaurant lunch at Campbell’s Resort.

The biggest legacy, however, has been that our three
families, (Smiths, Powliks, and Parker-Jervises) have
enjoyed this camping tradition together for 26 consecutive years. And the tradition is being passed on to
the younger generations. The PJ’s have a new grandchild and the Powliks have 3, aged 5 to 20. Though
Gary has since passed away, his wife, daughters and
son-in-law still attend every year. Many times by year
end, the comments are: “When is Chelan next year? I
need to book my holidays!”

Editors’ Pic Australian reflection by
Barb Ward

Editors Quill

W

e are all of the age where “remember when” is an integral part of our conversations. Most of us know
where we were and what we were doing when Kennedy was assassinated, when Armstrong took that
“one small step”, when Diana took the fatal car ride and when the planes hit the towers. This past month
we saw a steel capsule come through the roof of a mine shaft to rescue 33 trapped miners. Being somewhat
claustrophobic, even dreading my twice yearly trips to the crawl space to winterize the outside taps, I can
only imagine the bravery of the first rescuer to go down, the relief of the miners to see him and the joy of the
families and all Chileans as each man stepped out of the Phoenix. Even more extraordinary was watching the
drama unfold like a well-staged television production. Cameras allowed us to see the capsule’s arrival in the
mine, the preparation for its ascent and its emergence from the ground, more scratched and dinged with each
trip. It seemed that the PR people had thought of every detail; the matching coveralls, the Oakley sunglasses,
even the trip on the stretcher seemed scripted. Hmmm - the president was a former media mogul? It was
grand drama and I was mesmerized by the picture of that turning wheel pulling people from certain death in
the depths of the desert. Truly this was another frozen moment in human history and thankfully this time, a
positive tribute to man’s ingenuity and to the human spirit. Where were you and what were you doing?

BCRPVPA Student Scholarships 2010 by Graham Mulligan

E

ach year, the BCRPVPA awards four, $500
scholarships to deserving secondary school
graduates. This year there were nearly thirty
applicants, each of very high caliber. Congratulations
to the following four winners:
Blair Moro, North Surrey Secondary, Surrey.
“Blair has earned a reputation as a student leader of
great integrity,” says Vice-principal Gloria Sarmento.
He is an active volunteer doing community service
and at the same time participating in clubs and sports
while maintaining high academic standards. Blair
is attending the University of Victoria majoring in
Theatre.
Brook Johnson, Panorama Ridge Secondary, Surrey.
“Brook stood out in his maturity, enthusiasm,
work ethic and sense of responsibility,” says Krista
Robinson, his metalwork teacher. “He will enjoy
success no matter what he does.” Brook is attending
Okanagan College and working to complete an
apprenticeship in sheet metal and welding.

(L-R) Rick Ashe, Brook Johnson, Sarah Peck and Blair Moro.

Sarah Peck, Brookswood Secondary, Langley.
Sarah is attending UBC this fall, planning to major
in French and perhaps becoming a teacher. “She
excelled academically at Brookswood,” says teacher
Adrienne McLeod. Sarah’s busy schedule in high
school included being Student Council President,
taking active roles in the school Theatre Department
and writing her own play. She was also a member of
the District Leadership Committee.
Jenna Wilson, Belmont Secondary, Victoria.
Jenna wants to be a massage therapist and is presently
enrolled in the West Coast College of Massage
Therapy. “Her goal is to help members of the
community suffering from stress, injury and pain,”
stated Vice-principal Pam Joyce. Her caring for others
is apparent in her volunteering for Run For the Cure
and her role as a Belmont Ambassador.
The BCRPVPA is proud to assist these deserving
young people attain their post secondary goals. We
extend our very best wishes to them all.

Finances Don’t Retire by Vince Devries

T

his rainy morning Corine and I hiked with our
Probus walking group, 6 K on a narrow slippery
and rooted trail. It still is raining and a good time
to start my article.
This time I will talk about bonds but before I do, let
me say again that you should open a self-directed
brokerage account with your bank. My bank was
helpful in explaining this service and helping me to
install it on my computer as part of my online banking
arrangement. Open an account for your RRSP and, if
applicable, one for your other savings, the same goes
for a spouse. Even if you only invest in Guaranteed
Investment Certificates (GICs) it pays since you can
now access all Canadian Financial Institutions and some
are bound to pay more than your bank. Your principal
is guaranteed by the Bank of Canada up to $100,000
per financial institution. Without recommending one
bank over another, you might find it helpful to go to
www.rbc.com and click on [investing at rbc] and then
click on [rbc direct investing] for a quick course on
self-investing. When I open my self-directed brokerage
account on my computer, I can click on Fixed Income
Securities, then click on GICs, provide the amount I
wish to invest and the term I am looking for. Click on
[Search] and a list of GICs that meet my requirements
appears, starting with the highest yielding one. Not sure
how to proceed? Click on [customer service] where you
can view a video explaining the process step by step, a
number to call or a contact email address. But maybe
you prefer a full service broker and adviser. If you do,
at least educate yourself so you are able to judge the
advice you are getting. It allows you to say: “I just
checked out this mutual fund you recommended and
noticed that its 5 year performance is #210 and its 2
year performance is #220 out of 300 such funds. Why
are you recommending this fund?”
Buying a bond is as simple as buying a GIC as explained
above. Tell them what you want, search, and get a list.
Looking for a 2 year investment, a $10,000 30-year
9% (interest rates were high 28 years ago) bond with
2 years to maturity may peak your interest. But if you
think you can buy that bond at par (face value), you are
wrong. Bond prices are set in the market place, driven
by supply and demand, and expressed as so much per

$100. A 9% bond can easily cost you $113/$100 today.
Given this sample, you will have to pay $11,300 for the
9% $10,000 bond. The $1,300 “premium” you will have
absorb or write off over the 2 years that you will own the
bond since you only get back the face value of $10,000.
But in those 2 years your $10,000 bond will pay you
9% per year or $1,800. $1,800 less $1,300 still nets you
$500 in interest and based on your $11,300 investment
your actual yield (annual return on investment) will be
about 2.2% which may be more than a 2 year GIC will
pay you for the same period, plus that you can sell your
bond before the 2 years are up. This process also explains
why, if you have bonds in your portfolio, the “market
value” of that bond keeps changing, but on the day it
matures it will be the par value printed on the bond. In
this case $10,000. Bonds are guaranteed by the issuer
and if you buy a new 30 year bond, you better be certain
that the issuer will be around to repay you 30 years
from now. If you buy a “used” bond with say 5 years
to go the future of the issuer is easier to predict. This is
why government bonds are rated AAA and it is down
from there. Anything lower than BBB is considered
“junk”. You can “sort” the bonds your search produced
by maturity date, interest rate, yield or price. Click on
[customer service] if you have questions. Some buy and
sell almost daily, some check their account daily, most
check it monthly and make changes only when deemed
necessary. When you reach 71 you have to turn your
RRSP into a RRIF, nothing needs to change except that
you have to withdraw an annual minimum each year.
At that time you need to agree with your bank on a date
for the minimum withdrawal, which they will transfer
to your chequing account with no taxes withheld even
though you have to add the withdrawal to your annual
taxable income. You also need to make sure that on that
day there is enough cash in your brokerage account
to accommodate the withdrawal. I often arrange for a
GIC or bond to fall due just before that date. At any
time you can make additional withdrawals but those are
subject to taxes being withheld at source. Here are two
websites that will help you get started on the road to
intelligent investing, with or without an adviser: www.
theglobeandmail.com and www.tsxmoney.com.

BCRPVPA Bulletin Board

Be part of the BCRPVPA 2010 Survey
The executive conducts periodic surveys to ensure
that the association is meeting your needs. To save
mailing costs the 2010 survey was attached to a
recent e-bulletin. If you would prefer to complete a
hard copy, call the BCPVPA office (1-800-663-0432)
and a survey and instructions will be mailed to
you. All surveys must be returned by January 15th.
Thanks for your participation.
Mark your Calendars! 2010/11 Meeting Dates
Wed. Jan. 19 Surrey, speaker, Gerry Tiede on pensions
Tues. Mar. 8 BCPVPA office
Wed. May 11 BCPVPA office, AGM
2010/11 Newsletter Dates
Submission deadlines
Mail out
March 1			
March 15
May 14				
June 4
Send us your articles about travels, family
adventures, life experiences, timely tips and neat
ideas. We welcome your prized picture, your
letters (we haven’t got one yet) and book reviews.
E-mail the editors (Nick nhpj@telus.net or Gord
gmwallington@shaw.ca). We need your help!

benefits as BCPVPA members. Affinity partners are:
Travel – Collette; Insurance – Johnson Inc. (home)
and Medoc (travel); Car Rentals – Avis, Enterprise,
National; and BCPVPA MasterCard. Members are
encouraged to compare prices/services. As of
December 2010, due to privacy issues, we will no
longer be able to access the BCPVPA members’ only
portion of their website. However a link will be
created on the BCRPVPA website, currently under
development, which will allow us access to affinity
program information. If you have used any of the
affinity programs, I would welcome any feedback.
Ted at tedstp@shaw.ca

Book Review by Geoff Straker: Dragons, Donkeys, and
Dust tells the remarkable story of a young Canadian
who moved to China, raised a family, and lived an
extraordinary life. Rudy Kong, and his wife spent a
decade teaching at the Dalian Maple Leaf School,
one of the first BC off-shore schools. The author
now works in the International Dept. at TRU in Kamloops. This is a must read for anyone interested in
living abroad, or has a fascination with China.
Go to www.binglongbooks.com for more info.

Pension Update by Ben Cutliffe
Last year’s survey results indicated that we
preferred to give up our extended health care in
favour of putting more money into the inflation
adjustment account. The current extended health
care plan will end Dec. 31, 2011. Pension trustees
are negotiating a new optional Extended Health Care
plan for members. Details will be released in early
January. The September 2010 inflation rate was 1.9%.
You will recall that the September 2009 inflation
rate was -0.9%, but rather than a decrease, our
pensions remained unchanged. Hence our January,
2011, pension increase will be 1%. (1.9% - 0.9%)
Oops - An Editors’ Omission
In his article Paris Will Make You Sing (Sept 2010)
Graham Mulligan stated that he stayed in a Paris
apartment, owned by two former Surrey teachers.
It is available for rent. We ommitted the web site
http://www.simplyspoken.com/. Check for details.
Affinity/Membership Benefits by Ted St. Pierre
BCRPVPA members may access the same affinity

Editors
Nick Parker-Jervis hnpj@telus.net and Gord Wallington gmwallington@shaw.ca
We welcome your feedback, suggestions and ideas.

